EDRT

~— To: The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of all chartered fodges of The Most Worshipfil
Grand Lodge AL F. & A M. of West Virgnia.

Brethren:

Know yc, that by virtuc of the authority vested in me as Grand Mastor of Masons in
West Virginia, 1 Charles Froderick Coleman, I, do hereby order the following:

No subordinate iodge in this Grand Tarisdiction shall grant permission to Order of the
Eastern Star, Mouatain Chapter #136 to meet in its Lodge Building.

It is further ordered that o suberdinate fedge in this Grand Jorisdiction shall meet in
any Lodge room or building ssed by Order of the Eastern Star, Mountain Chapter #136.,

1 direct that this Edict be read in each Chartered Lodge at the next Stated
Communication foitowing its receipt, and that it be spread in full upon the minuies,

F &arther order and direed that failure & reesive this Ediet chall not constifute
exemption there from,

Chvern under my hand and the seal of the Cnand Master, © be effective on tis
eleventh day of October A D 2606, AL, 6006, in the One Hundred snd Forty Second

e year of The Mot Worshiphs! Grand Lodpe of Anciest Free and Accepted Masons of the
State of West Virginia,
Charles Frederick Coleman, I
- Cirand Master

T



EINCY

To: The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of all chartered lodges of The Most Worshipfiil
Grand Lodge A, F. & A. M. of West Virginis,

Brethren:

On October 10, 2006 at the 147™ Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of Wm Virginia a mﬂtm was made to adopt item numbers 1-16 of &

VOIS CORSENss on 1}5& metion, 2 constitntional batlot was had. YThe 1alty of ballots having
been reported, Graxd Master Haas declared the notion cassied.

Puring balloting 2nd continuing o date » number of objections and challenges were
issuad. Some of the obiections were made direcily to Grand Master Haas and some were
ot Grand Master Haas was aware, or should have been aware, of the following
ohjectiony with the possible excepiion of summbers 7 and 12, They are as foliows:

1} The resolutions snd motions contained in the “Agendn” were nit presented
properly.

2} The resolutions and motions contzived in the “Agenda™ were not presented
indlividually.

3) The resolutions and motiohs contained in the “Agenda™ were not balloted upon
mdivideally.

4) A large petcentage of the voting membershtip did not understand the issues upon
which they were bafloting nor had they ever seen the “Agenda.”

3} A large percontage of the voting mernbership has stilf not seen the “Agenda™
{tems.

6) At lesst ane brother (not & member of the Grand Lodge) was allowed to speak on
the maotion,

7) The resolutions and motions contained i nurabers 1-16 of the “Agenda”™ did pot
possesy safficient menit to be brought to the Grand Lodge floor.

B) At least one, and possibly two members whe were only entitled to a one-(uarter
vote cast full vote baliots.

% Bﬁliﬂﬁ;}g was conducted with ballot number 1. One member cast baflot namber

lﬂ}i}m member was in possession of, and deposited five fill vose ballots in the
ballot box at one and the same time.

11} Members wers engering and retining from the Lodge room during the halioting,

12} One full vole ballot was discovered remaining in the ballot box afier the close of

(rand Lodge.
E3) Members were observed balloting out of rol} call order,



Edict poage 2, HV15/2406

Axn investpation of the objestions referenced in numbers 1-13 cbove reveals that theao
comlitions did exist. (Whether shared by a majority or not, it is acknowledged that
number 7 is @ matter of someone’s personal opinion.)

Know yr, that these objections merit serious considerstion. Know alse, that on their
facs, the procedural irregulianties contained in morebers 1-0 above may constitele
sufficient canse for setting aside the adoption of the Crand Master's Agenda However,
Hscussion was aflowed on the Grand Lodge Hoor, the guestion was catled for, amd the
mesnbership voted to end discussion, In the absence of the withdrawa! of the motion, the
next logical step would be to procesd 1o a ballot. For these reasons, 1 am reluctant to
aebileeily substilate my judgrment o dese matters {1-6) for that of the Cradt,

Regarding sumber 7 above, the merits of any resolution or propoesal on the Grand
Lodge floor must be decided by 3 vote of the membership. (Refer to Constiturtion of the
MW Grapd Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of West Virginia,
Axgicie i, Sectien 2 Additionatly, report was made that " Agends” items 1-16 had been
reviewed by last year's Jurisprudence Committee, and | am agoin reluctant to arbstrarily
substitate my lndomens,

Numbers 8-13 above ate obviously procedurat errors, which can be neither dismissed
N0F explained away.

Regarding mambers 8, 9 and 12, an accurate tally of ballots cinnot be sgeortained, and
i is unkonown whether these irregularitics could have changed the outcome of the ballot.
{Grand Master Haas announced, “The vote wis very close™

Ajso regarding number 9, it is impessible to detenuine whether or not insligible
members were permitted to ¢ast & ballot.

Regarding nugnber 10, the stcregy of the ballot was compromised.

Reparding numbers 11 and 13, the integrity of the balloting process was
comprotaiscd,

Laws of Masonry. 15" edition 2005, Regulstion 5, Section S-Chestions af Order,
states in part “ail ether questions (except questions of order) shall be decided by the
vote of the members of the Grand Lodge present, voting in the manser preseribed
in the Constitution.™

See Constitution, Article 11, Section 2 as to the manner of
votng,

Constifution Article Ik, Section 2.} nmumber 8 siates in fudl:  Improper voting
repders the resalt vaconstitutional and veoid.”



Fdict page 3, 10/15/2006

Therefors, numbers 8-13 above constitute smproper veling. Any deslaration made by
Grand Master Haas with regard to the outcome of baltloting on “Agenda” Hots nuenbers
i-16, whether for or agaiost, was made crroncousiy,

Know ye, that by virtue of the anthority vegied in me as Grand Master of Masons in
West Virginia, | Charles Fredenick Coleman, H, do hereby order that by operation of
Muasonic Law the ballot on “Agenda™ tems pembers 1-16 s rendered noll and void,
and the adoption of swid iteros is scf aside,

I divect that this Edict be read in each Chartered Lodge ot the next Stated
Coungrazgcnlion following Hs receipt and that it be spread in fall upon the minutes.

1 further order and dizect that faiture to receive this Edict shall not constitute
exemptios: there from.

Criven under pry hang and the seal of the Grand Master, fo be effective on this
fifteenth duy of October A, 2006, AL. 6006 in the One Hundred and Forty Second
year of The Most Waorshipful Grand | odge of Ancient Free and Accepied Masons of the
State of Wast Virpinia.

Charles ¥, Coleman, B

Grapd Master



ERICT

To The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of all chariered iodges of the Most Worshupiul
(irand Lodge A. F. & AL M. of the State of West Virginia,

Brethren:

A, great deal of confusion exists regurding three actions taken this past year. They
consigt of a raling, an edict and a directive. Each was made prior to the One Hundyed
Forty Second Annnal Communication of the Grand Lodpe of West Virginda. I must
thorefore address these matters,

Regarding the RULING to change the way we know Landmazk 8: The ruling was
predicated on the assuraption that the Grand Lodge has deferred to the authority of ¢ivil
law to determine our age reguirements, The RULING was also enacted without a
precipitating incident. In consideration of thas issue, I refer you to REGULATION 35
{Quaiifications for Degrees} 35.1 that was adopted by the Grand Lodee in 1916, cited in
1922 aml 1924, i stales:

35.1 A petition for inigiation into the mvsteries of Masonry is, in effect, & lepal document: the
petitioner must therefore be of lawfid age (21 years) before he can properly execute such a
petition. - | 916 Procesdings 47, 1902 Proceedings 58 and 1924 Proceedings 38.

The Constitation and General Regulations of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia as
originally adopted: 1865-1882, pes. 170&172 states in part:

“7*_ ks addition to these religious and moral gualifications, it is moreover necessary that every
candidate for Masonry shonld be a free born man, of the age of twenty-one years or upwards, of
goodd repatation, of sutficient natural and inteliectual endowment with an eutate, office, trade
occupation, or some other obviows source of howest subsistence, from which he may also be
eaabled.”

Clearly, the General Laws and Regnlarions require that 2 petitioner must be 21 vears of
age before he can execute » petition. 1t is algo clear that the Grand Lodge has not taken
a1y setion o allow civil authority 1o determine s age regairements. Since the right o
inake CGeneral Laws 15 Hinited o the Grand Faxlye, the reling waist be reversed,

Ry the same foken, an FIHCT wag isssed to overturn disciplinary action of the Crand
Lodge at the 141% Anmual Communication. Article |, Regulation 18 of the Generat Law
Sates:

Sec. Fo-dnterpretation of Laws. The adoption by the Grand Lodge of a report of the
Copgnitter on Masonic urisprodenee on the construction of any Masonde law has the full force
snd effect of 2 iaw of the Grand Lodge, and must be respected and obheyed antil ajtered or
repealed by the Grand Lodge. (Eaws of Masonry, W Va_, 15 Edition, 2005, page 12)
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Edict, py. 2, 10/18/2006

Booause the Grand Lodge adopted the report of te Comrnities op Masonic
furisprudence at the 1417 Anmual Comtminication, it miust be respected and obeyed und!
altezed by the Grand {odge, and the Edict mnst be reversed, It is important to note that
the proper use of the Grand Muster’s “edict power  is to address guestions concerning
the: intent and interpretation of Masonic Law, and to cormect improper actions. it is not fo
b wped [ s purpose of making new lews or repealing old ones, Nor is it intended to
Teverss action, which was supported by Masonic Law, | must admit that | respect the
gestare made to expunge the records of the three hrethren. Finfoctunstely, the BDICT
was not congistent with Masonic Law. {Refer also: Constitunion, Powers of the Grand
Lodge, Articles II5, TV and V, and: Laws of Masonry, Reg. 6}

Finally, 2 DIRECTIVE was Issued concerming use of a Masonic Hall.

Regulation 31, Sec, 10-Use of Masonic Halis. Joint occupancy of Lodge Halls with any
organization, associstion or order not Masonic is forbiddes, €xcept as hercinafier stated. ..

Mo orgasizetion nol Masonic eves thouph claiming connection with masonry through the
farmidy ties of ity members with Masonry, shall be allowed to use the halls of the Lodges in this
jurisdiction except thote specificaliy and by aame permitted by the Grand Lodge, and then only
when the Lodge in each case gives its permission for such use. (Laws of Masonry, W Va,, 15%
Edition, 2065, page 713

The Laws of Masonry are clesr. Since the lepislative and judicial powers are vested in
the Grand Lodge, the Directive must e reversed.

My brethren, I havae labored over these matters. Theough due ditigence I must
conclude that if the Landmarks, Constitution and Laws ae to be the foundation of
Freemasonry, these actions aee necesgary,

To avoid disharmony amony the Crafl, I sought covnsel from the Depusty Grand
Master, the Sentor and Junior Grand Wirdens and mombers of the Cormuittes ou
Masonic Jurispridence, While I realize § am solely responsible for the decisions herein,
H 15 my desire to avoid acting arbitrarily,

H is therefore my order, that this Edict be disizibuted 10 all the Lodges in this Grand
Furisdiction, read in opon lodge at the first stated coummunicution following its receipr,
and that it be spread 1n full upon the minmtes.

It 15 further orderpd that any person or persons having been initiated into the Mysteries
of Freemasonty in this Grand Jurisdiction, of less than 7) vears of age, are heveby
declaved inregululy asade. Exch Lodge Secretary is directed 1o immediately report siich
sconrrence to the Grand Secrotary’s office,



Edict, pg. 3, 10/18/2006

§ further order seuf direct that feilure 10 receive this Bdict shall pot congtitute
exemption there from.

Given uader my hand and the seal of Grand Mauter, o be effective on this sighteenth
day of October A, 2. 2006, A.L. 6006 in the One Hundred and Forty Second vear of The
Most Worshipful Grand lodge of Ancient Free nnd Acceptod Masons of the State of West
Virginia.

Fraternally,

Charles F, Coleman, I§
Grand Master



