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November 24, 2006

To: The Masters, Wardens and Brethren of all Chartered Lodges of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodge, A.F.& AM. of the State of West Virginia.

Brethren:

It has been about a month and one-half since Grand Lodge, and I hope this letter finds you well. I
am still receiving a great number of questions concerning the meaning of items contained in the
Jurisprudence Committee’s report. [ will, by way of this letter address three items.

. Ruling on Research Lodge Membership
Whether this ruling came about due to a precipitating incident, I do not know. One should refer to
Laws of Masonry, 15 Edition 2005, Regulation 46, Sec. 17-Membership and Affiliation, Page
100 and CT.11.1.12 for guidance in this matter. Page 100 cited above refers to “regular lodges™.
Therefore, membership in research lodges is permitted, regardless of the ruling.

0 Ruling on Attendance if Race is a Factor
This ruling is characterized as a reminder., The Laws of Masonry, 15" Edition 2005, Regulation
24.C.1, Page 46 grants to the Master of any lodge the discretionary prerogative to say who may or
may not be admitted as a visitor into his lodge. These prerogatives are to be exercised with
great care. This authority is granted to the WM in order that he may comply with his duty to
maintain peace and harmony in the Lodge. 24.C.1 already addresses the racial issue. This ruling
should not be construed as a limitation of, or change in the Master’s authority. (See also:
regulations 47 and 48).

. Ruling on Approved Sources for Prescribed Forms
The website is currently under construction in order to comply with the Grand Lodge’s adoption
of this ruling. It will be limited to qualified members only. However, the Grand Master is
charged with the responsibility to closely supervise the website. This ruling should not be
regarded as a limitation to the Grand Master’s authority, given him by action of the Grand Lodge,
nor should it be regarded as a replacement for the policy on website usage. (See 1999
Proceedings, pgs. 136 and 137, also 2000 Proceedings pg. 118)

It is therefore my order that this letter be distributed to all Chartered Lodges in this Grand
Jurisdiction, read at the first Stated Communication following its receipt and made a part of the
minutes,
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Given under my hand and the seal of the Grand Master, on this twenty-fourth day of
November A.D. 2006, A L. 6006 in the One Hundred and Forty-Second year of the Most
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of West

Virginia.
Fraternally,

hach A. GlpsondF
Charles F. Coleman, IT
Grand Master






